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Abstract

The issue of freedom is one of the most significant challenges facing
Islamic and Arab societies in the context of the modern world. This challenge
is reflected in the gap between theoretical concepts of freedom and their
practical applications, which directly impacts efforts towards renaissance and
progress in these societies.

The researcher argues that despite the abundance of writings that have
critiqued, evaluated, and analyzed the issue of freedom in Islam and Islamic
society, they often remain as mere remarks or interpretations that may be
accurate or flawed. This study seeks to propose judgments and intellectual
and epistemological frameworks that can be practiced in a world where
modernity has introduced a different kind of revolution.
The study aims to answer the primary question: How can the issue of freedom
be addressed within the context of modernity through a progressive Islamic
vision to achieve the renaissance of Islamic and Arab societies? Additional
questions arise from this main inquiry.
To achieve the intended outcomes, the researcher adopts an inductive-
analytical approach, conducting a desk review to trace the historical
developments associated with the concepts of freedom and modernity. This
involves building a theoretical framework and applying critical analysis.
The researcher concludes that there is a significant difference between the
concept of freedom in the West, which often detaches itself from religious
texts, and the authentic Islamic concept of freedom, which establishes
boundaries to empower individuals and thereby achieve Islamic and Arab
renaissance. The researcher recommends the necessity of correcting the
trajectory of human thought that is entangled in intellectual errors or practical
behaviors regarding the perception of the concept of freedom.
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